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SUBJECT: HEATH INTERVIEW ON THE BENEFITS OF EC 
MEMBERSHIP 

1. IN A LONG INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN "THE GUARDIAN" ON 
NOVEMBER 2, PRIME MINISTER HEATH DESCRIBES THE WAYS IN 
WHICH BRITAIN IS BENEFITTING FROM MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. HE ALSO OUTLINES HMG'S APPROACH TO 
CERTAIN EC ISSUES. WE ARE FORWARDING THE FULL TEXT OF 
THIS INTERVIEW BY AIRGRAM. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY 
OF SOME OF THE MAIN POINTS. 
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2. HEATH NOTES THAT BUSINESS CONFIDENCE IN THE UK IS 
GROWING AS A RESULT OF EC MEMBERSHIP. INVESTMENT HAS 
INCREASED. ALONG WITH BRITAIN'S EXPORTS TO THE REST OF 
THE COMMUNITY. AFTER DESCRIBING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
COMMUNITY IN THE WORLD ECONOMY. HEATH SAYS THAT THE 
"GREATEST BENEFIT OF ALL" IS THE FACT THAT BRITAIN HAS 

A STRONG VOICE IN EC DECISIONS. "IF WE WERE TO PULL 
OUT, THE COMMUNITY WOULD BE SHOCKED, DISAPPOINTED AND 
FRANKLY BAFFLED. BUT IT WOULD NOT BREAK UP OR COME TO 
A HALT. IT WOULD GO ON MAKING DECISIONS, WE WOULD GO 
ON BEING AFFECTED BY THEM, BUT WE WOULD HAVE NO PART IN 
MAKING THEM. IN SHORT, WE SHOULD LOOK REMARKABLY 
SILLY. AND ON ITS OWN OUR VOICE IN WORLD AFFAIRS WOULD 
BECOME INCREASINGLY INEFFECTIVE." 

3. ON SPECIFIC EC ISSUES, HEATH SAID HE COULD NOT SAY 
WHAT FORM AN EC ENERGY POLICY SHOULD TAKE, "BUT THE AIM 
MUST BE TO SECURE SO FAR AS POSSIBLE FOR ALL THE 
COUNTRIES OF THE EEC A STABLE AND ECONOMIC SUPPLY." 

HEATH STRESSED THAT HIGH FOOD PRICES ARE THE RESULT OF 
WORLD MARKET TRENDS, NOT OF EC MEMBERSHIP. HE SAID THAT 
BRITAIN WOULD BE PRESSING FOR CHANGES IN THE CAP IN 
ORDER TO ENSURE THAT IT PAYS MORE REGARD TO THE NEEDS OF 
THE CONSUMER, AND IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE THE RISK OF 
RUNNING UP EXPENSIVE SURPLUSES. HEATH SAID THAT THE UK 
WANTS TO SEE THE EC REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND ENOUGH 
RESOURCES TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FROM THE OUTSET 
ON THE PROBLEM AREAS OF THE COMMUNITY. WITH REGARD TO 
POWERS FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, HEATH SAYS THAT AN 
INCREASE IN ITS POWERS SHOULD OCCUR BEFORE DIRECT 
ELECTIONS. 

4. THE COMMUNITY IS A "LIVING ENTITY," HEATH CONCLUDES. 

IT CAN BE CHANGED AND IMPROVED. BRITAIN IS "IN THE 
PROCESS OF RESHAPING THE COMMUNITY, WITH OUR PARTNERS, 

INTO SOMETHING BIGGER, BROADER AND BETTER THAN THE 
COMMON MARKET WE JOINED. 

5. COMMENT. SINCE BRITAIN JOINED THE COMMUNITY AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR, THE ANTI-MARKETEERS IN THE 
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LABOUR PARTY HAVE BEEN TIRELESS IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO 
DISPARAGE THE COMMUNITY. IT IS CLEAR FROM HIS SPEECH AT 
BLACKPOOL ON OCTOBER 13 (SEE LONDON 1 1914) AND FROM 
THIS INTERVIEW THAT THE PRIME MINISTER IS NOW BEGINNING 
TO PUT THE GOVERNMENT'S CASE BEFORE THE PEOPLE BY 
DESCRIBING THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP, AND BY 
DEMONSTRATING WHY WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COMMUNITY IS NOT A 
VIABLE OPTION. 
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